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Mark 6:1-13
Day 1 Astonishment and Disbelief Among My Own People
Read Mark 6:1-13 and Pray.
Jesus returns to Nazareth, his hometown with his disciples.
Astonishment					Doubt/Disbelief
Teachings in Synagogue				I know your people
Extraordinary Wisdom				Carpenter’s Son/Mary’s Boy
Mighty Works					Offended
The evidence speaks for itself, but they could not comprehend or process it.
Why were they offended?
Describe what it feels like when people can’t see you, they only see where you come from?

Have you ever received opposition from your own people?

Day 2  Jesus Was Also Astonished 
Read Mark 6:4-6; Luke 10:1-12 and Pray.
Why is a prophet honored everywhere except at home by his own family?

Why was it harder to perform mighty miracles, to do great things in his hometown?

Why was Jesus astonished, amazed or marveled in vs. 6?

How does your unbelief prevent you from experiencing the mighty hand of Jesus?



Day 3 Time to Move On!
Read Mark 6: 6-7 and Matthew 10:1-12 and Pray.
Other people’s doubting His abilities did not stop him from performing is mighty acts.

Describe a time when other’s doubt about you affected your ability to be your best self.

How are we in today’s culture driven by others’ opinions?

Day 4 Time to Move Out
Read Mark 6:7-11 and Pray.
The Lesson: I was rejected by my own people.  Watch and learn because you too will experience both crowds. One will be waiting for you, appreciating you, begging you to come and minister to them and the other crowd just a few doors down will not even let you in the house.
The Instructions to the 12:
Travel in pairs
Take nothing with you except a staff, sandals and 1 tunic.
No Bread
No Money
No Bag
No second tunic – 
· Inner tunic (kethoneth in Hebrew, chiton in Greek): This was the basic undergarment, worn next to the skin, usually knee‑length or ankle‑length, made of wool or linen Bible Hub+1. It was essential for modesty, warmth, and daily life.
· Outer cloak (mantelet or similar): A more expensive, decorative garment worn over the tunic, used as a jacket during the day and as a blanket at night Bible Tools.
When you enter a house, stay until you leave town.

List all the benefits of traveling in pairs.




Why were they instructed to take nothing?


Describe a time when you had trust God’s resources rather than your own.




Day 5 Accepting or Rejecting the Gospel Message
Read Mark 6:11-12 and Genesis 19: 15-29 and Pray.

What was Sodom and Gomorrah’s fate in Genesis 19?


What does it mean that Sodom and Gomorrah’s fate would be less harsh than rejecting the Gospel of Jesus?



Our Responsibility!
· Speak God’s truths.  Preach the message in season and out of season.
· Know when to move on! Don’t stay and argue!  They are not rejecting you.  They are rejecting the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
· Hold others accountable for their own choices, not the messenger’s.  

The disciples kept preaching, performing miracles, anointing and healing!
Why Jesus Told the Disciples to Take No Provisions in Mark 6
In Mark 6:8, Jesus instructs the Twelve: “Take nothing for the journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in your belts” christianitypath.com+1. This was not an arbitrary rule but a deliberate part of their mission preparation, with multiple purposes.
1. Radical dependence on God
By traveling without food, money, or extra supplies, the disciples were forced to rely entirely on God’s providence and the hospitality of others christianitypath.com+1. This mirrors Israel’s experience of manna in the wilderness (Exodus 16) and Old Testament examples like Elijah fed by ravens (1 Kings 17:4–6) and the widow’s oil and flour (1 Kings 17:14–16) Bible Hub. It was a practical lesson in trust, echoing Jesus’ later question in Luke 22:35: “When I sent you forth without purse or scrip, lacked ye anything?” Bible Hub.
2. Simplicity and mobility
First‑century itinerant teachers often carried extra clothing, provisions, and money Bible Hub. Jesus’ command stripped them to essentials, making them light, mobile, and ready for urgent work. This also removed distractions, keeping their focus on preaching, healing, and casting out demons christianitypath.com+1.
3. Integrity of the mission
Carrying no money or goods prevented any appearance of financial motive in their ministry Bible Hub. It also aligned with the early Christian witness that they depended on God, not on earning a living through their work, a point later emphasized by Paul in 2 Corinthians 11:7–9.
4. Hospitality test
Mark 6:10 explains that they were to enter houses and, if the people did not receive them, shake the dust from their feet. This “take nothing” policy meant they could only accept what hosts freely gave, distinguishing “worthy” homes from those rejecting the message Bible Hub.
5. Symbolic and OT parallels
The single staff symbolized support and authority, while the absence of provisions signified a new “exodus” under Messiah’s leadership, echoing Israel’s Passover posture Bible Hub. It also reflected the urgency of the Kingdom’s coming—time was short, and they were to be ready at any moment.
In summary:
Jesus’ instruction to take no provisions was a practical, spiritual, and symbolic command to teach the disciples—and us—to trust God fully, live simply, and serve without material security. It shaped their mission and remains a model for faith‑driven service today christianitypath.com+2.


Meaning of “Shaking the Dust Off Your Feet”
In the Bible, “shaking the dust off your feet” is a symbolic act meaning you have done all you can to share the truth, and you are now cutting off any further responsibility for those who reject it Bible Hub+1.
Biblical Origin
The phrase appears in Matthew 10:14, Mark 6:11, and Luke 9:5, where Jesus instructs His disciples:
“If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave that house or town” Bible Hub+1.
Jesus used this to show that when a place rejects the gospel, the messenger is not to carry that rejection with them — they have fulfilled their mission and can move on GotQuestions.org.
Historical and Cultural Background
In first‑century Jewish culture, travelers from Gentile lands would shake off foreign dust before re‑entering Israel to avoid ritual impurity Bible Hub+1. Jesus adapted this practice as a symbolic testimony against those who refused the message, treating them as spiritually “unclean” National Association of Christian Ministers.
Symbolic Meaning
1. Separation from rejection – The dust represented the “contamination” of rejecting the gospel; shaking it off meant you were no longer carrying that burden Bible Hub+1.
2. Accountability of the hearers – Those who heard the message were responsible for their response; the messenger’s part was done GotQuestions.org.
3. Finality and warning – It was a public declaration that the rejection would not be tolerated and that judgment would follow GotQuestions.org+1.
Examples in Scripture
· Paul and Barnabas in Pisidian Antioch: After being rejected and persecuted, they “shook the dust off their feet” and went to Iconium, showing they had done all they could GotQuestions.org.
· Jesus’ instruction to the disciples: If a town refused the gospel, they were to leave without lingering, keeping their conscience clear Bible Hub+1.
Modern Application
Today, the phrase is often used idiomatically to mean “I’m done with this situation” or “I’m cutting ties” GotQuestions.org. In a Christian context, it can remind believers to:
· Share the message faithfully.
· Recognize when to move on if the message is rejected.
· Hold others accountable for their own choices, not the messenger’s.
In short: “Shaking the dust off your feet” is both a literal cultural act and a powerful spiritual metaphor for decisive separation from rejection, with the messenger’s responsibility ended once the truth has been proclaimed Bible Hub+2.

Sodom and Gomorrah
Jesus declares that the judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah will be less severe than that on a city rejecting His message.
In Matthew 10:15, Jesus says, "Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for that city" (KJV) BibleGateway.com+1. This statement occurs as Jesus sends His disciples to preach, warning them that some towns will reject their message. The comparison emphasizes the severity of rejecting the Gospel: even the notoriously sinful cities of Sodom and Gomorrah will experience a milder judgment than those who knowingly reject Christ and His apostles Bible Study Tools.
Context and Meaning
· Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed for their extreme wickedness, yet their punishment is considered "more tolerable" because they had not received the direct revelation of Christ's message Bible Study Tools.
· The "city" in this passage refers to towns in Jesus’ time that rejected His disciples and the Gospel, thus committing a graver sin by turning away from the light of God’s truth Bible Study Tools.
· The phrase "day of judgment" refers to the final judgment at the end of the world, not the historical destruction of Jerusalem or Sodom Bible Study Tools.
Theological Implications
· There are degrees of sin and punishment: those who sin against greater knowledge and revelation bear greater responsibility and face harsher judgment Bible Study Tools.
· Sodom and Gomorrah, though wicked, acted against the light of nature and the warnings of Lot, whereas the cities rejecting the Gospel rejected divine grace and the apostles’ testimony, making their sin more severe Bible Study Tools.
· This verse underscores the seriousness of rejecting God’s message and the accountability of those who have been given greater spiritual knowledge Bible Study Tools.
In summary, Matthew 10:15 highlights that spiritual responsibility increases with the knowledge of God’s truth, and rejecting the Gospel results in a judgment more severe than that of even the most infamous sinners of the Old Testament.
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