

THE GOSPEL OF MARK
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WEEK 5
Mark 3:31 – 4:20 
DAY 1	Jesus, Your Family is Here!
Read Mark 3: 31-35 and Pray.
Jesus had at least four named brothers: James, Joses, Simon, and Judas, along with unnamed sisters, according to the New Testament.
Overview of Jesus' Siblings
The New Testament mentions that Jesus had four brothers: James, Joses (or Joseph), Simon, and Judas (also known as Jude). Additionally, there are references to sisters, although their names and exact number are not specified. The relevant biblical passages include Matthew 13:55-56 and Mark 6:3, which explicitly name these siblings and mention that Jesus had sisters.

When notified that his Mother and Brothers wanted to see him, Jesus asked a question, who are my mother and my brothers?

Jesus family is not limited to the biological, to DNA but to those who become part of his spiritual family through believing he is the son of God and doing the will of the Father.  No one is rejected and all are included.

Give an example of how your spiritual family can be/has been closer to you than your biological family?


DAY 2	The Parable of the Sower
Read Mark 4: 1-10 and Pray.
Listen! Hearken! Pay Attention! Think! Understand!
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Jesus taught the people through parables and stories to explain spiritual truths.  This teaching technique is designed to make us think and process the truth.  If you do not engage in the parable, you will not get its meaning. However, the truth is concealed from those who are too stubborn or prejudiced to hear what is taught.  Some are just not ready to hear and receive. They miss the spiritual truth! 

Jesus is speaking from a boat in the water, and the crowd consists of rural farmers from Galilee. Farmers in this ancient season would throw the seeds and then plow them into the soil. They would be very familiar with some seeds falling on rocky soil, among weeds and on rich ground.
Listen! Hear Jesus!   This means to hear, believe and obey.
DAY 3	Understanding the Parable
Read Mark 4: 11-20 and Pray.
Jesus asked the disciples if they understood the parable.  They had missed the spiritual truth.  He was preparing them for ministry.  The word of God is the seed, and the soil is the people’s response to the word of God.  The disciples are the farmers.
As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. 
Others, like seeds sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy.  But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 
Still others, like seeds sown among thorns, hear the word; but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful. 
Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what was sown.”
There are different times or phases in one’s life. Sometimes we are willing to receive God’s words and his truths in certain areas of our life and resist the truth in other areas of our life.

Are you listening?

DAY 4	Understanding the Parable
Read Mark 4: 11-20 and Pray.
Give an example where you have heard the word, received it, accepted it and produced a bumper crop for the Lord.


Share a time when you have heard the word but was not willing to receive it or walk into it. 

Share a time when you had the fire but lost the joy because of life’s circumstances or started strong but quit along the way.

Have you become discouraged in ministry because you sow the seed, but the hearers are not responding and owing?

What should you do when this happens in your ministry?

Are you listening?

DAY 5	A Lamp on a Stand and the Growing Seed
Read Mark 4: 21-29 and John 1:4-9 and Pray.

If a lamp doesn’t help people see, what is its value?

Jesus is the light.  We are the reflection of that light.  We are to bear witness to His light so others can believe in Jesus.

Is the light of Jesus shining through you for all to see? Or is your light hidden through complacency, resentment, embarrassment, unforgiveness, stubbornness of heart and disobedience?
Name what you need to remove, clean up or walk away from in order to let the light of Jesus reflect through your mind, voice, heart, body and spirit?

Our light glows stronger when we are purposefully listening and responding to God’s truths. Casual listeners will miss the point.
The Parable of the Growing Seed – God promises his harvest will be magnificent and prolific! Regardless of your efforts the word of God is powerful and will result in a great harvest.  Keep your focus on the great harvest to come.  Do not let bad soil, weeds or the enemy discourage your faith, your service, your ministry, or your witness.
Describe a time when you were discouraged about your service or ministry?

How does this parable speak to your discouragement?
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38 Parables of Jesus Overview Chart
	No.
	Parable of Jesus
	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke

	1
	New Cloth and New Wineskins
	Matthew 9:16–17
	Mark 2:21–22
	Luke 5:36–39

	2
	The Lamp On a Stand
	Matthew 5:14–16
	Mark 4:21–25
	Luke 8:16–18

	3
	The Wise and the Foolish Builders
	Matthew 7:24–27
	
	Luke 6:47–49

	4
	The Two Debtors
	
	
	Luke 7:41–43

	5
	The Rich Fool
	
	
	Luke 12:16–21

	6
	The Watchful Servants
	
	Mark 13:34–37
	Luke 12:35–40

	7
	The Faithful Servant
	Matthew 24:45-51
	
	Luke 12:42–48

	8
	The Barren Fig Tree
	
	
	Luke 13:6–9

	9
	The Sower
	Matthew 13:3–23
	Mark 4:3–20
	Luke 8:5–15

	10
	The Weeds
	Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43
	
	

	11
	The Growing Seed
	
	Mark 4:26–29
	

	12
	The Mustard Seed
	Matthew 13:31–32
	Mark 4:30–32
	Luke 13:18–19

	13
	The Yeast
	Matthew 13:33
	
	Luke 13:20–21

	14
	The Hidden Treasure and the Pearl
	Matthew 13:44–46
	
	

	15
	The Net
	Matthew 13:47–50
	
	

	16
	The Householder
	Matthew 13:52
	
	

	17
	The Lost Sheep
	Matthew 18:12–14
	
	Luke 15:3–7

	18
	The Master and Servant
	
	
	Luke 17:7–10

	19
	The Unforgiving Servant
	Matthew 18:23–35
	
	

	20
	The Good Samaritan
	
	
	Luke 10:30–37

	21
	The Friend at Night
	
	
	Luke 11:5–13

	22
	The Wedding Feast
	
	
	Luke 14:7–14

	23
	The Great Banquet
	
	
	Luke 14:16–24

	24
	The Tower
	
	
	Luke 14:28–33

	25
	The Lost Coin
	
	
	Luke 15:8–10

	26
	The Prodigal Son
	
	
	Luke 15:11–32

	27
	The Unjust Steward
	
	
	Luke 16:1–13

	28
	The Rich Man and Lazarus
	
	
	Luke 16:19–31

	29
	The Workers In the Vineyard
	Matthew 20:1–16
	
	

	30
	The Persistent Widow
	
	
	Luke 18:1–8

	31
	The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
	
	
	Luke 18:9–14

	32
	The Two Sons
	Matthew 21:28–32
	
	

	33
	The Tenants
	Matthew 21:33–44
	Mark 12:1–11
	Luke 20:9–18

	34
	The Wedding Banquet
	Matthew 22:1–14
	
	

	35
	The Fig Tree
	Matthew 24:32–35
	Mark 13:28–31
	Luke 21:29–33

	36
	The Ten Virgins
	Matthew 25:1–13
	
	

	37
	The Talents
	Matthew 25:14–30
	
	Luke 19:12–27

	38
	The Sheep and Goats
	Matthew 25:31–46
	
	


Biblevise 38 Parables of Jesus (In Order With Passages) Biblevise












List of Jesus’ Parables: A Comprehensive Table
	Parable Title
	Bible Verse(s)
	Meaning

	The Purpose of the Parables
	Mt 13:10-17; Mk 4:10-12; Lk 8:9-10
	Explains why Jesus uses parables to teach

	The Sower
	Mt 13:1-9, 18-23; Mk 4:1-9, 13-20; Lk 8:4-8, 11-15
	Seed growth depends on the condition of the heart.

	The Weeds/Mustard Seed
	Mt 13:31-32; Mk 4:30-32; Lk 13:18-19
	The Kingdom of God starts small and grows large.

	The Leaven
	Mt 13:33; Lk 13:20-21
	The Kingdom of God grows pervasively from small beginnings.

	The Hidden Treasure
	Mt 13:44
	The Kingdom of God is worth everything one has.

	The Pearl of Great Value
	Mt 13:45-46
	Finding the kingdom of God surpasses all else.

	The Net
	Mt 13:47-50
	The kingdom of heaven gathers all, sorted at the end.

	Owner of the House
	Mt 13:52
	The Kingdom is like a householder who begins out his treasure.

	The Lost Sheep
	Mt 18:12-14; Lk 15:3-7
	God rejoices over the repentance of one sinner.

	The Unforgiving Servant
	Mt 18:23-35
	Forgive others as God has forgiven you

	The Two Sons
	Mt 21:28-32
	Action speaks louder than words

	The Tenants
	Mt 21:33-41; Mk 12:1-9; Lk 20:9-16
	Judgment against those who reject God’s messengers.

	The Wedding Feast
	Mt 22:2-14; Lk 14:16-24
	Many are invited to the kingdom, but few are chosen.

	The Ten Virgins
	Mt 25:1-13
	Be prepared for the coming of the Kingdom.

	The Talents
	Mt 25:14-30; Lk 19:12-28
	Use God’s gifts wisely.

	The Good Samaritan
	Lk 10:30-37
	Love your neighbor as yourself.

	The Rich Fool
	Lk 12:16-21
	Life doesn’t consist of an abundance of possessions.

	The Barren Fig Tree
	Lk 13:6-9
	Repent or face judgment.

	The Lost Coin
	Lk 15:8-10
	God values each individual.

	The Prodigal Son
	Lk 15:11-32
	God welcomes repentant sinners

	The Dishonest Manager
	Lk 16:1-13
	Use worldly resources to gain eternal friends.

	The Rich Man and Lazarus
	Lk 16:19-31
	A warning against ignoring the suffering and poverty of others.

	The Persistent Widow
	Lk 18:1-8
	Persist in prayer and seeking justice.

	The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
	Lk 18:9-14
	Humility is valued over self-righteousness.

	The Sheep and the Goats
	Mt 25:31-46
	Jesus separates people like sheep and goats based on their acts of kindness and speaks of the afterlife.

	Lamp Under a Bowl
	Mt 5:14-16; Mk 4:21-22; Lk 11:33
	Believers should shine a light on the world.

	Wise and Foolish Builders
	Mt 7:24-27; Lk 6:47-49
	Build life on Jesus’ teachings

	New Cloth on an Old Coat
	Mt 9:16; Mk 2:21; Lk 5:36
	Jesus’ new teachings don’t fit old traditions completely.

	New Wine in Old Wineskins
	Mt 9:17; Mk 2:22; Lk 5:37-38
	Jesus’ message needs new forms.

	Master and His Servant
	Lk 17:7-10
	No person should think that he or she is worthy of God’s praise or reward.

	Fig Tree
	Mk 11:12-14, 20-25
	Faith and prayer can move mountains.

	The Watchful Servants
	Mk 13:34-37; Lk 12:35-40
	Be ready for the coming of the Lord

	Cost of Discipleship
	Lk 14:28-33
	Consider the sacrifices of following Jesus

	The Two Debtors
	Lk 7:41-43
	Greater forgiveness leads to greater love

	Growing Seed
	Mk 4:26-29
	The Kingdom of God grows mysteriously.

	Workers in the Vineyard
	Mt 20:1-16
	God’s generosity is given according to divine will, not human ideas of fairness

	Importunate Neighbor
	Lk 11:5-8
	Persistence in prayer is rewarded.

	Strong Man
	Mt 12:29; Mk 3:27; Lk 11:21-22
	Jesus’ power is beyond every evil force in the world.



Bart D. Ehrman
https://www.bartehrman.com › parables-of-jesus

The Parable of the Sower illustrates how people respond differently to the message of the Kingdom of God, depending on the condition of their hearts.
The Story
In the parable, Jesus describes a farmer who sows seeds on four types of soil: the path, rocky ground, thorny ground, and good soil (Matthew 13:3-8) BibleGateway.com. Some seeds are eaten by birds, some wither due to shallow roots, some are choked by thorns, and some grow abundantly, producing a large harvest BibleGateway.com+1. The sower represents anyone who spreads the Word of God, and the seed symbolizes the Gospel itself biblestudytoolbox.com+1.
Meaning of the Soils
· The Path (Hard Ground): Represents those who hear the Word but do not understand it. Satan quickly removes the message from their hearts, preventing spiritual growth BibleGateway.com+1.
· Rocky Ground: Symbolizes people who initially receive the Word with joy but lack deep roots. When trials or persecution arise, their faith quickly fades BibleGateway.com+1.
· Thorny Ground: Depicts those who hear the Word but are distracted by worldly worries, wealth, and desires. These distractions choke spiritual growth, making the Word unfruitful Bible Study Tools+1.
· Good Soil: Represents individuals who hear, understand, and accept the Word. Their faith takes root and produces a fruitful life, yielding spiritual growth and good works Bible Study Tools+1.

Spiritual Significance
Jesus used this parable to teach that the state of a person’s heart determines how they respond to God’s message Bible Study Tools+1. It emphasizes the importance of cultivating a receptive heart, persevering through trials, and avoiding distractions that hinder spiritual growth. The parable also highlights that the Gospel has the power to transform lives when it is received and nurtured properly biblestudytoolbox.com+1.

Application Today
The Parable of the Sower encourages self-reflection on one’s spiritual condition. Believers are invited to examine whether their hearts are receptive to God’s Word, to remove obstacles that prevent growth, and to actively cultivate faith that bears lasting fruit in their lives biblestudytoolbox.com+1. It also reminds those who share the Gospel that responses will vary, but the message itself remains powerful and transformative.
References: Life Application Bible, Knowing Jesus as a Servant by Tara-Leigh Cobble, Life Lessons from Mark by Max Lucado, Rebranding the Church by Eric Mason, Mark: The Gospel of Passion by Michael Card, Expository Thoughts on the Gospel of Mark by J. C. Ryle, The African Memory of Mark by Thomas C. Oden
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Chart Notes

Mary and Elizabeth were 1st cousins through
their mothers who were sisters (Luke 1:36).

Mary had at least one sister (John 19:25).
Josephwas Jesus' stepfather.

Jesus and John the Baptist were 2nd
cousins.
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