

THE GOSPEL OF MARK
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WEEK 2
Mark 1:12-32
DAY 1	The Testing of Jesus.
Read Mark 1:12-14 and Pray.

Satan is real!  He is an angel who rebelled against God and is constantly working against those who obey him.  He goal is to tempt us to sin against God. Even Jesus was not exempt from Satan’s tactics.  He too had to endure Satan’s temptations.  Jesus example in these verses is an example of how to face temptation without sinning.

The three temptations illustrate universal human struggles:
· Lust of the Flesh: Craving physical satisfaction or comfort.
· Pride of Life: Seeking status, recognition, or testing God’s protection.
· Lust of the Eyes: Desire for power, wealth, or worldly success.

Jesus’ responses demonstrate the importance of relying on Scripture, obedience, and faith in God to resist temptation. His victory also shows that, although humans are tempted in similar ways, God provides a way to overcome sin (1 Corinthians 10:13).


Describe your “struggles”.



Write and memorize the scriptures you will use to overcome each struggle.




Read Luke 7:18-23 John’s Doubt and Reassurance
John’s “wilderness” may have been his prison cell.  One of Satan’s tactics is to get you to doubt what God said or what he has done or even rewrite your testimony of his mercy and grace.  Jesus sent to John a reminder of who he is and what he has done.  
Remind yourself who God is removing any doubt you may have when you find yourself in difficult circumstances.  You can always count on His promises.  They will never fail.
What promises are you reminded of today?  See Promises List attached.


Use Jesus’ example to stay strong in the face of temptation.  Use this Bible Study to memorize scripture.  Tell Satan to get behind you in the name of Jesus.  Use your spiritual power and your voice. 


DAY 2	Jesus Announces the Good News 
Read Mark 1:15 and Pray
Good News: The Kingdom of God is near.  It’s time to Repent and Believe!
The Roman Believers were focused on the first coming of Jesus.  Today we are focused on the second coming and see the signs of being in the last days.  The message is the same.  The time is here to repent and believe.
Repent is not a word we hear often from the pulpit. Many sermons have been crafted to make you feel good, not to step on your toes or make you mad. We want sermons of hope and prosperity but not about repentance, refrain from sinning, getting our act together or condemning our wrong doing or injustices.

What things do you need to repent of?


What truths do you struggle to believe?


Write a prayer to God repenting of your sins and ask Him to reveal His truth in His word that you have been struggling with.

DAY 3	Jesus Call His First Disciples
Read Mark 1: 16-20 and Pray

Fishing was the major industry around Galilee.  The same energy used to catch fish was the same energy the disciples needed to catch men.  The fishermen were used to lifting heavy nets out of the water. Sometimes tired and hungry after patiently waiting for hours to catch a fish. They would move from spot to spot hoping to cast their nets in a good place. Jesus was calling them to lift people out of dark waters into the light, to believe in Jesus and transform their souls.

The time is now!  Where are you casting your nets?  Are you fishing in the wrong place? Are you fishing in a place where people have already been caught for Jesus?


No Hesitation.  The fisherman left their nets, their boat, their job, their livelihood and even their daddy.


What has Jesus called you to and you are still hesitating?


What excuses have you entertained for not ready to move forward?


What will you have to leave behind in order to follow Jesus?

DAY 4	Jesus Drives Out an Impure Spirit
Read Mark 1:21-27 and Pray
Capernaum is a thriving with great wealth and great sin. It was the headquarters of the Roman Soldiers and pagan influences under the Roman empire.
The temple in Jerusalem was too far away for Jews to travel for regular worship. Therefore, many towns established their own synagogues for worship and schools.  A group of 10 Jewish families could start a synagogue in their community.  During the week boys were taught Old Testament Law and Jewish religion.  The men would gather to listen to a visiting Rabbi who would teach God’s word.
Jesus often went to synagogues on his journey to teach.  He came to the synagogue to teach and as the Son of God he had the ultimate authority over the scriptures. He knew exactly what the scriptures said and meant.

Bible believing churches are places where the Word of God is taught and preached. It’s where the scriptures are explained through historical, grammatical, context, personal experiences and application.  It’s deeper than topical messages and current events which can conform the message to please people’s personal preferences often times taking the scripture out of context. Jesus spoke his truths to power.  He spoke to the issues of his day and backed it up with the Word of God.
Sometime God’s Truths Hurts!  Describe a time when you were mad at God, the Preacher or the Teacher because they said something you didn’t like.

Unclean spirits, or demons are evil spirits ruled by Satan.  God has limits on what they can do.  During Jesus’ life they were active to show once and for all Christ’s powered and authority over them. Mark records many stories of Jesus casting out demons.  His word was enough to cast them out.  Be quiet and Get Out! Jesus used his authority and his voice.  The unclean spirits knew exactly who Jesus was and had no choice but to obey. This was the first miracle recorded by Mark.  Jesus’ fame grew throughout all the region.
Share your testimony about how Jesus freed you from your own demons, evil spirits and the attacks of Satan.




DAY 5	Jesus Heals Many
Read Mark 1: 29-34 and Pray
The sick and possessed came from all over the city. Jesus healed many sick people, Peter’s mother-in-law included.  He healed the sick, cured numerous diseases and casted out many demons. Jesus demonstrated his healing compassion.

Describe how Jesus has demonstrated his healing compassion to you, your family and/or your community.

Why did Jesus not allow the demons to speak?

















JESUS WAS TEMPTED BY SATAN IN THE WILDERNESS
1. Temptation of the Flesh: Satan challenged Jesus to turn stones into bread to satisfy His hunger. Jesus responded, “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:3-4). This represents the human struggle to prioritize physical desires over spiritual obedience.
2. Temptation of Pride: Satan took Jesus to the highest point of the temple and urged Him to throw Himself down, citing Scripture that angels would protect Him. Jesus replied, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test” (Matthew 4:5-7).  This symbolizes the temptation to seek validation, recognition, or to misuse God’s power for personal glory.
3. Temptation of the Eyes: Satan offered Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if He would worship him. Jesus firmly answered, “Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only” (Matthew 4:8-10) This reflects the human desire for power, wealth, and success, and the temptation to achieve goals by compromising faith.
After these temptations, Satan departed, and angels ministered to Jesus (Matthew 4:11)
 [image: BibleGateway.com]BibleGateway.com+1.
Symbolism and Spiritual Lessons
The three temptations illustrate universal human struggles:
· Lust of the Flesh: Craving physical satisfaction or comfort.
· Pride of Life: Seeking status, recognition, or testing God’s protection.
· Lust of the Eyes: Desire for power, wealth, or worldly success.
Jesus’ responses demonstrate the importance of relying on Scripture, obedience, and faith in God to resist temptation. His victory also shows that, although humans are tempted in similar ways, God provides a way to overcome sin (1 Corinthians 10:13).
 [image: GotQuestions.org]GotQuestions.org.
Purpose of Satan’s Temptation
Satan’s temptations in the wilderness were strategic and purposeful, not random. He sought to undermine Jesus at the start of His public ministry by targeting His identity as the Son of God and attempting to divert Him from God’s plan of redemption. The devil tempted Jesus to rely on His own power rather than the Father’s guidance, offering shortcuts to satisfy physical hunger, display 
miraculous power and gain worldly authority in exchange for worshiping Satan (Matthew 4:3–10). By doing so, Satan hoped to obstruct the redemptive mission of the Messiah and gain victory over God through Jesus’ failure Bible Hub.

DEMONS

Nature and Characteristics
Demons are presented as possessing intelligence, will, and personality. They are known to lie (John 8:44), incite wrongdoing (James 3:15), and even demonstrate a form of perverse “faith” in God’s existence (James 2:19). They are inclined toward darkness, hostility, and deception, reflecting a corruption that stands in stark opposition to the holiness and goodness of God.
They operate with a destructive purpose, seeking to enslave and deceive. Various gospel accounts describe demon‐possessed individuals exhibiting torment, physical ailments, and erratic behavior (e.g., Luke 8:26-29). In these texts, demons recognize Jesus’ authority as the Son of God and tremble before Him (cf. Mark 1:24).

Function and Activity
Demons are often pictured as working under the authority of a chief adversary-Satan (cf. Matthew 12:24-26). Their main activities include:
1. Deception: Leading people into idolatry, immorality, and false doctrine (1 Timothy 4:1).
2. Opposition to God’s People: Hindering believers, fueling persecution, and distorting the truth (1 Thessalonians 2:18).
3. Possession or Oppression: In biblical narratives, demons can inhabit or oppress individuals, causing a range of physical, mental, and spiritual afflictions (Mark 5:2-5).
Although often unseen, demons can influence societal structures and cultures through deceptive ideologies (Ephesians 6:12). Scripture unequivocally affirms that they fear and are subject to Christ.















DEMONS IN THE BIBLE

Mark 3:15
and to have authority to cast out the demons.

Luke 8:30
And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered him.

1 Corinthians 10:21
You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.

Matthew 10:8
Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you received, freely give.

Mark 16:17
These signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues;


 1 Corinthians 10:20
No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in demons.

Matthew 8:31
The demons began to entreat Him, saying, “If You are going to cast us out, send us into the herd of swine.”

Mark 5:12
The demons implored Him, saying, “Send us into the swine so that we may enter them.”

Acts 19:15
And the evil spirit answered and said to them, “I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you?”

Matthew 12:45
Then it goes and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first. That is the way it will also be with this evil generation.”

Revelation 16:14
for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty.

James 2:19
You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.

Luke 10:17
The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.”

Mark 9:38
John said to Him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we tried to prevent him because he was not following us.”

Acts 19:13
But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place, attempted to name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, “I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches.”

1 Timothy 4:1
But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,

Luke 8:2
and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses: Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out,

Luke 8:27
And when He came out onto the land, He was met by a man from the city who was possessed with demons; and who had not put on any clothing for a long time, and was not living in a house, but in the tombs.

Matthew 8:28
When He came to the other side into the country of the Gadarenes, two men who were demon-possessed met Him as they were coming out of the tombs. They were so extremely violent that no one could pass by that way.

Matthew 12:24
But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “This man casts out demons only by Beelzebul the ruler of the demons.”

Matthew 12:28
But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.

Luke 11:15
But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.”


Matthew 17:19
Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not drive it out?”

Mark 5:9
And He was asking him, “What is your name?” And he *said to Him, “My name is Legion; for we are many.”

Matthew 7:22
Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’

Deuteronomy 32:17
“They sacrificed to demons who were not God,
To gods whom they have not known,
New gods who came lately,
Whom your fathers did not dread.



Matthew 8:29
And they cried out, saying, “What business do we have with each other, Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?”

Psalm 106:37
They even sacrificed their sons and their daughters to the demons,

Source: https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/topics/Demons
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image2.png




image3.jpeg
2h
5
a.
5

i
8.

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
iz
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
Piris
28.
29.
30.
31
32.
33.

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
a1
42,
43.
a4.
45.
46.
412
a7.

Promises of God

Greatly beloved, fear not peace be with you - Dan 10:
Light will shine on your ways - Job 22:28

The Sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings- Mal 4:2
You will always be at the top, never at the bottom - Deut 28:13

For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go - Joshua 1:9

He will not forsake His saints - Ps 37:28

He will watch over your life - Ps 12:
1 will not forget you - Isaiah 49:15
1am He who comforts you - Isaiah 51:12

1 will save your children - Isaiah 49:25

Nothing shall by any means hurt you - Luke 10:19

Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it - Ps 81:10

1 will put you in charge of many things - Mat 25:21

Nothing will be impossible to you - Mat 17:20

Your bones shall flourish like green and tender grass - Isaiah 66:14.

He will not fail you nor destroy you - Deut 4:31

As one whom his mother comforts, so I comfort you - Isaiah 66:13

I will multiply you exceedingly - Gen 17:2

They shall invoke My name, I then will bless them - Num 6:27

1 will begin to exalt you i the sight of all - Joshua 3:7

The Lord will do wonders among you - Joshua 3:5

They will not overcome you, for I am with you - Jer 1:19--

Lord will keep your foot from being caught - Prov 3:26

I have chosen you - Hag 2:23

Anew heart I will give you - Eze 36:26

In righteousness you will be established - Isaiah 54:14

They will call on My name, and I will answer them - Zech 13:9

For I will surely save you because you have put your trust in Me - Jer 39:18
No evil shall come near thee - Ps 91:7

I have loved you with an everlasting love -Jer 31:3

And your life will be brighter than the noon day - Job 11:17

Your God has commanded your strength - Ps 68:28
The Lord will take away from you all sickness - Deut
Terror, for it will not come near you - Isaiah 54:14
Iwill be an adversary to your adversaries - EX0 23:22
1 will burst your bonds - Jer 30:8

Thou shalt be as my mouth - Jer 15:19

As they pray, 5o shall 1 lead them - Jer 31:9

I will live among you - Zech 2:10

1 will visit you - Jer 29:10

There shall no evil touch thee - Job 5:19

The days of your mourning shall be ended - Isaiah 60:20
He will give you the desires of your heart - Ps 37:
Your Father who sees in secret will reward you - Mat 6:6

May your God whom you serve continually deliver you - Dan 6:16

You will seek those who quarrel with you, but will not find them - Isaiah

9

5

Iwill restore health to you - Jer 30:17
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Twelve Disciples of Jesus Christ

Twelve Disciples of Jesus Christ

Apostle
Reference Symbol

Squad  Duties Disciples Known As

Leader 1st Squad; Primary spokesman; Apostle to the Jews; Brother to

hn 1:4. H
o pond 82 ope Andrew. Rock upon which church is founded.

g
o - = -
g E 1 lohn 113541 | Introduction First called; Brought people to Jesus; Fisherman by trade with John.
PRl Brother of Peter.
= 2 g Youngest (about seventeen ) and beloved by Jesus Christ; Traditional
& é B 2 Mt 421 ove a.uthor of fourth Gosp.el; Also wrote Revelatlon,»and John1,2,an3.
S'n Fisherman by trade with Andrew; Zebedee family wealthy. Brother of
e James.
i
5 Silent Disciple (no record of ever speaking) and first martyr (beheaded
s i +
5 ames 40 a2t Witness | | Herod). Zebedee family wealth sharedwith his brother John,
w5 == Spiritual % i e
= Philip 5  John1:43 Leader 2nd Squad; Analytical Disciple, always fifth.
£3 Growth
5 . e
R \othaniel 5 dohnaasds | PTG G o raval background)
=z 3l (Barthalomew) Perception
§ e g Tax Collector; Publican; Oldest.Traditional author of first Gospel.
& EB Vatthew 7 Mt9:9-13 Hospitality  Outrageous sinner; Superior business and political negotiations
38 knowledge; Fluent in Greek.
%5
8 E Thomas 8 Mt 10:2-4 Faith Twin and doubter

§ James the Lesser 9 Mt 10:2-4 Second Place Leader of 3rd Squad; Smaller stature

&

= SimontheZealot 10 Mt 10:2-4 CEEERE o e e e
% Country

s Judas (Thaddeus, timate

2 e oo 11 Mt10:2-4 'n.m,‘a .e Three Names; later changed name to Jude
@n Lebbaeus) Christianity

b

8

§ Judas Iscariot 12 Mt 10:2-4 Honor Betrayer

While all four Gospels place Disciples in different order, the first, fifth and ninth discples are always the same, indicating a leadership role in the squad. Peter's group

was "inner circle" closest to Christ while the squad led by James the most distant to Him.
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